26 HISTORY OP KANARESE LITERATURE
Early Kanarese writers regularly mention three
poets as of especial eminence among their predecessors.
These are Samanta-bhadra, Kavi Parameshthi and
Pujyapada. These are apparently not among those
named in the Kavir&jamarga. We are not absolutely
certain that they wrote in Kanarese ; we know only of
their Sanskrit works, Sanskrit being the learned
language of that time as Latin was of the Middle Ages
in Europe. But inasmuch as they are so uniformly
named by later Kanarese writers as eminent poets, it is
probable that they wrote in Kanarese also ; and what we
know of them should be recorded here.
Samanta-bhadra should probably be placed in the
sixth century. He was a brilliant disputant, and* a
great preacher of the Jaina religion throughout India.
PataUputra (Patna), Thakka (in the Panjab), Sindh,
Vaidisa (Bhilsa, in Central India), Karahataka (Karha$
in Satara district), Vanarasi (Benares), and Karachi are
especially mentioned as among the places he visited. It
was the custom in those days, alluded to by Fa Hian
(400) and Hiuen Tsang (630), for a drum to be fixed in
a public pkce in the city, and any learned man, wishing
to propagate a doctrine or prove his erudition and skill
in debate, would strike it by way of challenge to dispu-
tation, much as Luther nailed up his theses on the door
of the church at Wittenberg. Samanta-bhadra made
fuH use of this custom, and powerfully maintained the
Jaina doctrine of Syadvada. It is told of him that in
early life he performed severe penance, and on account
of depressing disease was about to make the vow of
sallskhana, or starvation; but was dissuaded by his guru,
who foresaw that he would be a great pillar of the Jaina
faith*^ He is said to have converted Sivakotf, the king
of Kinchl,from Saivism, by some miraculous performance
in the Kanchi temple. Old Kanarese commentaries on
some of his Sanskrit works still exist, but of any Kan-
arese works by him we have no trace.
; Pnfyapada, also called Devanandi, belongs to the sixth
at seventh century. He wa$ a Jaina muni, or anchorite,
who practised yoga, and was believed to have acquired